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On Friday, February 19, Archbishop Francis Cardinal 
George was the keynote speaker at the third Thomistic 
Circles event held by the Pontifical Faculty of Theology 
of the Immaculate Conception.  A response from emi-
nent philosopher Dr. Russell Hittinger followed the 
Cardinalõs talk, entitled Secularism and the Natural Desire 
to Know God. 
 

The aim of the Thomistic Circles conferences is to bring 
together scholars of the highest level to present with 
clarity and insight the wisdom of Aquinas, in dialogue 
with one another, and in response to modern problems 
and questions. òThe Thomistic Circles,ó stated Fr. Tho-
mas Joseph White, O.P., the organizer of the Thomistic 
Circles, òare an annual cycle of conferences designed to 
help renew in the Church today a sense of the perennial 
importance of the thought of Thomas Aquinas, the An-
gelic doctor.ó   
 

Cardinal George expressed his gratitude for the Domini-
can intellectual tradition which he encountered through 
his own formation as a priest.  He expressed his hope 
that the Dominican tradition of Thomistic studies that 
characterized so many European intellectual centers in 
the mid-twentieth century would be carried on by the PFIC 
in the United States. 

Saturday featured a 
number of lectures that 
expounded upon the 
problem of secularism. 
The participating speak-
ers included: Dr. Paul 
Griffiths (Duke Divinity 
School), Dr. Reinhard 
Hütter (Duke Divinity 
School), Fr. John Cor-
bett, O.P. (PFIC), and 
Dr. Bruce Marshall 
(Perkins School of The-
ology at SMU, Dallas). 
The lectures were well-
attended and drew an 
audience of students and 
scholars from as far away as South Carolina and Indiana.  
 

The schedule allowed time for attendees to participate in 
the liturgies at the Priory. The conscious attempt to in-
form study of Sacred Truth with habitual prayer was suc-
cessful as the Chapel was crowded with guests through-
out the weekend.  
 

This is the third event of the 2009-2010 Thomistic Cir-
cles. Notre Dame professor of philosophy Alasdair Mac-
Intyre lectured about Dominican philosophical education 
in September. The lecture, titled òWhat should a Do-
minican Philosophical Education be Nowadays,ó drew a 
crowd of over 200 people. In October, eight Thomistic 
scholars from around the world gathered to discuss 
òThomism and the Renewal of Contemporary Theology.ó  
 

For more information about the Thomistic Circles, 
please call us at (202) 495-3820.  A video recording of 
Cardinal Georgeõs lecture and Dr. Hittingerõs response 
is available online at: www.dhs.edu. 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
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