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Dr. Mary Ann Cashman-McGuire is a professor of speech at the PFIC. She recieved a B.A. in Drama 
at Mundelein College at the University of Chicago, and an M.A. in Speech and Drama under Fr. 
Gilbert Hartke, OP, and an Ed.D. at the Catholic University of America.   

“Pontifications” is the faculty column of The 487 Correspondent, in which one of our faculty 
members reflects on insights gained while teaching at the PFIC.

We are grateful to all responsible for 
guiding our beautiful, new Chapel-Preaching 
Studio from vision to reality. 

In providing audio and visual feedback 
toward enhanced vocal technique, this 
studio promotes excellence in preaching. 
For the seminarian, it is a valuable tool for his 
independent development as an instrument 
of the Word of the Lord. In working to 
integrate efficient voice production and 
heightened clarity of speech, he can use the 
camera as a mirror for learning.

Before video cameras, an Australian 
actor named F.M. Alexander used a room of 
mirrors to learn exactly how he had lost his 
voice mid-career and onstage. As the mirrors 
revealed relationships among his stance, 
gesture, and voice, Alexander learned that 
posture is key to vocal health. By releasing 
the inappropriate tension in his neck and 
shoulders, he cured himself of chronic 
hoarseness. 

While posture is the key to the voice, the 
key to posture is the breath. Breathing for life 
is involuntary, with inhalation and exhalation 
of equal duration. This breathing pattern 
is characteristic of sedentary pursuits, 
such as study, writing, and meditation, 
and allows for a continuous flow of words. 
Breathing for speech, however, is voluntary, 
with a lively and uneven pattern of short 
inhalations followed by long exhalations 
that flow with the words and match the 
length of the phrase. This is the breathing 
pattern of the actor, the preacher, and the 
singer. The camera reveals how breathing 
patterns shape the posture and words of 
the seminarian.

As the camera reveals his strengths and 
weaknesses, the first recordings may be 
disappointing to the seminarian. His voice 
may sound softer and thinner, his face almost 
motionless, and his posture unintentionally 
tense. His response, “I thought I was 
louder than that,” reflects the resonators 

that amplify what he hears of his own 
voice. Another, “My face doesn’t show my 
feelings, my zeal for the word,” reveals how 
communication apprehension restricts vocal 
expression. Symptoms of apprehension, e.g., 
rapid heartbeat, sweaty palms, dilation of 
the pupil of the eyes, are expressed in the 
nonverbal signals that researchers have 
found can overpower the verbal. Common 
are fillers such as ‘uh’, and tension of the jaw, 
both due to using the pattern of involuntary 
breathing for speech. Voluntary breathing is 
an efficacious solution to the problems that 
the camera helps to reveal.

After thirty or so video recordings using 
voluntary breathing, the seminarian can 
achieve appropriate tension and improved 
vocal health. He will find that the excellence 
of his preaching flows from the same support 
used in singing Adestes Fideles - an excellent 
example of volume variety is the chorus, 
“Venite, adoremus.”

 
Preachers and actors are united in their 

pursuit of an enhanced vocal technique, but 
differ in their messages. The actor says, “I want 
to impress you; listen to my interpretation of 
the words of the playwright.” The preacher 
says, “I want to share the Good News with 
you; follow me as I follow Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”
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From the Advancement Office

Greetings from 
Washington!

We have finally been
able to launch fully our
donor recognition circl-
es under the patronage
of several of our Domi-
nican saints. Our hope is that, by dedicating 
our benefactors to the care of these great 
witnesses of faith, we will both receive 
heavenly graces and intercession for our 
donors and at the same time educate 
them to the rich spiritual heritage of the 
Dominican Order in the Church.

The saints we have chosen were inspired 
by some stained glass windows (shown 
below) which we hope will one day be 
installed in the St. Thomas Chapel. These 
windows were formerly in the Dominican 
Priory in Jersey City, NJ. They fit beautifully 
with the overall design of the chapel and 
even the stained glass windows in the main 
chapel at the Dominican House of Studies.

When we are able to install and restore 
these windows the St. Thomas Chapel will 
be truly complete. In the meantime, the 
saints featured in the windows serve as 
our Honor Circle patrons.  I encourage you 
to learn about these remarkable men and 
women, so dear to all of us Dominicans.

--Very Rev. Joseph Fox, O.P.
Vice President for Advancement
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When St. Dominic founded his Order in 1216, 
he envisioned a band of preachers that relied on 
the generosity of others for their sustenance so 
that they might be free to preach and teach the 
Gospel. In 2010, we still rely on the generosity 
of others to further our mission of preaching Jesus 
Christ. For our benefactors, we offer our prayers 
and call upon the intercession of great Domini-
can saints, especially the patrons of our Honor 

Circles, for their needs and requests. 
We would like to express our sincere thanks to 
those who have generously contributed to the 

PFIC between July 2007 and September 2010.

St. Albert the Great

(1206-1280) Bishop of Regensburg, 
theologian, philosopher, and scientist. 

Universal Doctor. Canonized 1931. 
Feast November 15.

($50,000 —$99,999)

Mr. & Mrs. Sean Fieler
 

St. Catherine of Siena

(1347-1380) Virgin, mystic, ascetic, 
and stigmatist. Doctor of the Church. 

Canonized 1461. Feast April 29.

($20,000 —$49,999)

Anonymous (3) 
Mr. Sean Brady
Mrs. Dorothy Cunningham

St. Vincent Ferrer

(1350-1419) Priest, itinerant  preacher, 
worker of miracles, and ascetic. 

Canonized 1455. Memorial May 5.

($10,000—$19,999)

Anonymous (2)
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Crall
Mr. William (†) and Mrs. Theresa Hanrahan
Mr. Paul Hill
Kirwan Family Foundation
Mr. Josef Neusser & Dr. Susan Timoney
Ms. Florence O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Reisenauer
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Roti
Weingartz Family Foundation
Mr. Harold Ziegler

St. Peter Martyr of Verona

(1206-1252) Priest and proto-martyr 
of the Order of Preachers. 

Canonized 1253. Memorial June 4.

($5,000—$9,999)

Anonymous (1)
Mr. & Mrs. William Brown

Ms. Therese Errigo
Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Gilluly
Mr. & Mrs. Dana Gioia
Mr. & Mrs.  Joseph E. Melancon, Jr.
Ms. T. C. Morrison
Mr. Patrick Nolan
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Schaller

St. Raymond Peñafort

(1175-1275) Priest, canon lawyer,  
and third Master of the Order. 

Canonized 1601. Memorial January 7. 

($2,500—$4,999)

Mr. & Mrs. Mario Brunetta
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Connell
Ms. Rose Folsom
Fr. Joseph Fox, OP 
Mr. & Mrs. James Hofer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kirchner
Mr. Peter C. Krause
Ms. Caitlin Long
Rev. Frederick L. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Randal Schmidt

St. Hyacinth

(1187-1257) Priest, first Polish friar, 
and missionary to the Slavic people. 

Canonized 1594. Memorial August 17.

($1,000—$2,499)

Amisano Memorial Trust
Anonymous (5)
Ave Maria University
Most. Rev. Leonard P. Blair
Ms. Barbara Anne Block
Mrs. Paula Brock
Dr. & Mrs. John Brown
Mr. Craig Bruney
Mr. & Mrs. James Deal
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Demcsak
Rev. Adrian Dionne, OP
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Dougherty
Mr. James Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. John Edwards
Ms. Renee Gallagher
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Garvey
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Giambrone
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Giambrone
Dr. Eugene Giannini
Mr. James Goodman
Abbot Caedmon Holmes, OSB
Mr. Vincent W. Kyle
Ms. Bernadette Lane
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lawless
Mr. Guy Lombardo
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Machuga
Mr. John J. Mahoney
Mr. John Marrella
Mr. J. H. Maxwell-Scott
Mr. Colin Moran
Dr. Mary E. Moran

Mr. John Ogden
Dr. Christopher Rapcewicz & Dr. Claudia Bungaro
Ms. Susan A. Reeves
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schaller
Mr. & Mrs. Doyle Schweitzer
Mr. Robert Schwenk
Rev. Peter Stravinskas
Dr. and Mrs. Francisco Yao

St. Antoninus

(1389-1459) Archbishop of  Florence, 
moral theologian, and reformer. 

Canonized 1523. Memorial May 10.

($500—$999)

Ms. Joan Adams
Anonymous (4)
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Boland
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brent
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Brisken
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Thomas Conti
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Cracchiolo
Rev. John Crossin
Mr. Gregory Curtin
Capt. R. F. DiPalma USN (Ret.)
Rev. Msgr. John J. Enzler
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Ford
Keany Produce
Rev. Paul Keller, OP
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Maier
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph McDonough
Ms. Marlene B. McGinnis Cardin
Mr. Charles F. Meixner
Mr. Edward Misey
Dr. William J. Morris, Jr.
Msgr. Godfrey Mosley
Ms. Dorothy Murphy †
Mr. Luis E. Perez
Mr. & Mrs. W. A. Raaths
Ms. Gloria Radosevich
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Russo
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Sands
Mrs. Amberly Tarantina
Mr. & Mrs. John Weisgerber

St. Martin de Porres

(1579-1639) Cooperator Brother, 
infirmarian, worker of miracles, and 

servant to the poor. Canonized 1962. 
Feast November 3.

($250—$499)

Rev. Michael Bransfield
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Brophy
Rev. Stephen Cox
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Denker
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen DeVine
Mr. J. Eshelman
Ms. Barbara M. Flaherty
Fort Myer Chaplain’s Fund
Mr. & Dr. Timothy Gavin
Mr. David Giandomenico

Honor Circles of Donors to the PFIC (Cumulative Gifts from June 2007 to September 2010)
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Rev. John J. Hurley, Jr.
Mrs. Kathleen Jarboe
Mr. Barry Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Mark A. Jorgensen
Mr. Jeffrey D. Ludwig
Dr. & Mrs. Paul J. Mahar
Ms. Zena Martin
Mr. John S. McCann
Deacon  & Mrs. Andrew Nosacek, OP
Mr. & Mrs. James T. O’Reilly
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Royal
Mr. & Mrs. Chetan Sanghvi
Mr. & Mrs. John Schnakenberg
Ms. Karen Servidea
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Skousgaard
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Stewart
Rev. Tam Xuan Tran
Mr. Seigbert J. Weinberger
Mr. David Winship
Mr. & Mrs. Curt Winters

St. Rose of Lima

(1586-1617) Virgin, mystic, ascetic, 
and first canonized saint born in 
the Americas. Canonized 1671. 

Memorial August 23.

(Up to $249)

Mr. & Mrs. Melvyn Andrews
Anonymous (6)
Ms. Lydia M. Astorga
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Bacha
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Bangert
Mr. G. Howard Bathon
Ms. Jane Anne Beachner
Mr. William J. Becker
Mr. Donald F. Berens
Mr. P. Bracy Bersnak
Mr. & Mrs. David Birtwistle
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bissmeyer
Ms. Patricia Bonner
Mr. & Mrs. David Borchers
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Borchers
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Bork
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Bosnick
Mr. James Bailey Brislin
Ms. Dorothy Brocki
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Brunetta
Ms. Rosemary Burns
Ms. Barbara Chellis
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Cole
Mr. Daniel Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Collins
Ms. Regina A. Connor
Ms. Mary Anne Corr
Mr. Richard H. Coyle
Mr. & Mrs. David Crenshaw
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Crogan
Ms. Kathleen Curran
Ms. Mary Daley
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D’Amico
Ms. Deirdre Dessingue
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Devine

Mr. Raimondo DiBona
Ms. Mary J. Diggins
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Dodd
Ms. Minhhuong Duong
Mr. Arthur Duran
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Eberstadt
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Ewald
Mr. & Mrs. Vagn Fausing
Mr. John Ferguson
Ms. Danielle Ferris
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Feulner
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Gieske
Ms. Irene Gifford
Dr. Harry Gildenhorn
Mr. Thomas C. Goebel
Mr. Bruce J. Hacker, OP
Mr. Lawrence Hayes
Mr. & Mrs. Mark C. Henrie
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Heron
Mrs. Margaret Anne Hilburn
Mr. Joe Hinnebusch
Mrs. Mari Hobgood
Ms. Matilda Hofacker
Ms. Grenevere Hoffman
Mr. Shenkuang Huang
Mr. Luigi Iacono
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Janero
Ms. Mary Catherine Jennings
Ms. Ruth Jin
Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Kalinoski
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Kane
Mr. & Mrs. J. David Karam
Mr. Navid Karimeddiny
William Cardinal Keeler
Mr. Joseph M. Kempf
Mr. & Mrs. David Keppel
Mrs. Donna Kerrigan
Rev. Michael King
Ms. Patricia Kirkham
Dr. & Mrs. William Klepczynski
Ms. Carolyn B. Klunk
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Knapik
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kocarek
Mr. Daniel Kovach
Mrs. Frances G. Krenisky
Mr. James Kruggel
Ms. Angele Kuchukian
Ms. Lauren F. Liebrecht
Mr. Martin Leopold
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Loehr
Mr. & Mrs. Willis Lowery
Mr. Tri Dinh Luong
Mr. Roberto Maass Moreno
Ms. Mary Maher
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Martin
Mr. & Mrs. David Masterson
Mr. Carl B. McCarthy
Mr. & Mrs. Justin McClain
Mr. & Mrs. Paul McCormack
Mr. William P. McKenna
Mr. & Mrs. Charles McKigney
Ms. Margaret McManus

Dr. & Mrs. Michel Mennesson
Ms. Renee Merolli
Ms. Patricia D. Metzger
Mr. & Mrs. Jerald Mittelbach, OP
Rev. Thomas G. Morrow
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Mulholland
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Narduzzi
Mary Ann Novak
Dr. Freda Oben
Mr. & Mrs. J.P. O’Connor
Mr. John O’Gorman
Rev. James P. Olson
Mr. & Mrs. S. J. Pawlowski
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Pechalonis 
Mr. & Mrs. William Peerenboom
Mr. & Mrs. Romualdo Pelle
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Pendergraph
Ms. Joan Pendergraph
Ms. Daniela M. Petchik
Mr. Mauro Pittaro, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James Pollock
Mr. James Reid
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Ross
Mr. & Mrs. R. Rossi
Ms. Jocelyn Rowe
Ms. Mary E. Scanlan
Mr. Russell Shaw
Ms. Prudence Siemon
Ms. Lois Simms
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Slade
Ms. Carol Lynn Smith
Ms. Joanna J. Sobieski
Mr. Richard T. Stewart
Mr. Michael R. Stibley
Ms. Marah C. Stith
Mr. & Mrs. Stovenour
Ms. Erna Sullivan
Ms. Armelle Tallec
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Tancrell, III
Mr. Matthew Tapie
Mr. & Mrs. John Tierney
Ms. Phyllis Tolliver
Mr. & Mrs. Natale M.Torchia
Mr. & Mrs. John Tracy
Ms. Marilyn W. Trapp
Ms. Juanita Vaccaro
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Van Doren
Ms. Virginia Volz
Mr. & Mrs. La Monte C. Walker
Ms. Meredith K. Ward
Ms. Dorothea A. West
Ms. Maureen C. Wilkin
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Will
Ms. Mary Witt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Woods

We would also like to extend a special 
thanks to all those who have contributed 
to the PFIC through the Combined Federal 
Campaign for the National Capital Area 
(CFC# 48555).  Since being enrolled in the 
program, we have recieved gifts totalling  
$10,262 through the Campaign.

Honor Circles of Donors to the PFIC (Cumulative Gifts from June 2007 to September 2010)
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Spotlight on the FacultyFaculty Publications

O’Donnell and DiNoia Jubilee

	 	 	 Fr. Andrew Hofer, OP  ‘02
	 	 	 Licentiate in Sacred Theology and Master of Divinity, 
	 	 	 Summa cum Laude

The Pontifical Faculty of Theology of the Immaculate Conception 
is pleased to welcome alumnus, Fr. Andrew Hofer, OP, to its ranks as 
its newest instructor in theology. After graduating from the PFIC, 
Fr. Andrew served as an Associate Pastor for  half a year and spent 
two years doing missionary work in Kenya before continuing his 
studies at the University of Notre Dame. He wrote his dissertation 
on St. Gregory of Nazianzus, completing his PhD in May 2010.  

Here at the PFIC, Fr. Hofer will be teaching various courses, especially in the Fathers of the 
Church and classical languages. He has also been appointed the Assistant Master of Students 
and the Master of Cooperator Brothers in formation.  In this role he will be working with Fr. 
Joseph Alobaidi, the new Master of Students to guide the formation of our Dominican student 
brothers. Additionally, he was named Chaplain to the commuter students at our school. 

Fr. Andrew’s research articles have appeared in such journals as Vigiliae Christianae, Pro 
Ecclesia, The Thomist, and Nova et Vetera. He enjoys writing hymn lyrics, some of which can 
be seen in Magnificat. When asked about teaching at the PFIC, Fr. Andrew replied: “It’s a joy 
to serve in a place that I love so much.”

Fr. Timothy Bellamah, OP  ‘99
Licentiate in Sacred Theology and Master of Divinity, 
Summa cum Laude

Fr. Bellamah was born and raised in Washington, D.C. He 
entered the Order of Preachers in 1991 and was ordained 
a priest in 1998. He studied at Wake Forest University (B.S., 
1982), the Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception 
(M.Div. and S.T.B., 1997; S.T.L, 1999) and the Ecole Pratique des 
Hautes Etudes, Paris (Ph.D., Section des sciences Religieuses, 
2008).

He has previously taught at Providence College in the 
Department of Theology and the Department of the Development of Western Civilization. 
He is a collaborator of the Leonine Commission, a team of Dominican scholars responsible 
for the production of critical Latin editions of the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas. He is also 
currently preparing a critical Latin edition of the Commentary on John’s Gospel by one of St. 
Thomas’ Dominican contemporaries, William of Alton.

Fr. Bellamah returned to teach at the PFIC in 2009. Br. Jerome Zeiler, OP, who had two of 
his courses, said, “I was not alone in finding his manifest love for St. Thomas and his scholarly 
zeal to be edifying and contagious.” This year, Fr. Bellamah also begins his role as chief editor 
of The Thomist, a philosophical and theological journal published by the Dominican Fathers 
of the Province of St. Joseph since 1939. 

Dr. Carole Monica Burnett: “Mother-
Child Bonding in the Greek and Latin 
Fathers of the Church”  from Children 
in Late Ancient Christianity, edited by 
Cornelia B. Horn and Robert R. Phenix, 
published by Mohr-Siebeck, 2009. 

Fr. Andrew Hofer, OP: “He taught us 
how to fly: Albert the Great on John the 
Evangelist,” Angelicum 87 (2010).

Dr. Gregory F. LaNave: “Bonaventure’s 
Arguments for the Existence of God 
and an ‘Independent’ de Deo uno,” in The 
Thomist, January 2010.

Dr. Alexander Rosenthal: “Reinhold 
Niebuhr and the Crisis of Liberalism: 
Augustinian Realism and Democratic 
Politics in the Post-Enlightenment” in 
Religious Challenges and the Prospects 
of Democracy: From Political Theory to 
Political Theology under Continuum 
Press, 2010.

Fr. Thomas Joseph White, OP: editor, 
The Analogy of Being: Invention of the 
Anti-Christ or Wisdom of God?, published 
by Eerdmans Press, 2010.

Fr. Francis Martin

The PFIC commends former PIFC faculty 
member Fr. Francis Martin to your prayers. 
Fr. Martin suffered a major heart attack while 
traveling abroad in early August. Hospitalized 
in Denmark, he underwent several surgeries, 
and returned to the US on September 17. 
He has been released from the hospital, 
and we pray that he continues to improve. 
Fr. Martin taught Sacred Scripture at the 
PFIC from 1985-1997 and from 2008-2010.  
Francis Martin Ministries will celebrate his 
80th birthday with a Mass at the Dominican 
House of Studies. Visit www.frfrancismartin.
com for more information.

Fr. Gabriel O’Donnell, OP, the Academic Dean of the PFIC, and Archbishop J. Augustine 
DiNoia, OP, former faculty member and president of the PFIC, celebrated the fortieth 
anniversary of their ordination to the priesthood on Sunday, September 26th, in a private 
Mass at the Dominican House of Studies. Please join us as we thank God for their many years 
of service.


