Expansion of the
Library Collection

The Dominican Theological Library at the
PFIC is growing! This year the library added
to its collection the personal library of Fr.
William Augustine Wallace, OP (who was
president of the PFIC from 1967-1970). Fr.
Wallace, who taught at both the Catholic
University of America and the University of
Maryland, is a world-renowned expert in the
history of Galileo and the Baroque philosophy
of science. His donation adds to the library
almost every important book on Galileo in
English, as well as the complete works of
Galileo himself.

Additionally, the library received, with the
help of Fr. Luke Tancrell, OP, a number of
books from the original Dominican House
of Studies in Somerset, Ohio. These books,
from the origins of the Province in the early
19th century, provide a glimpse into the life
of the first American friars. These books will be
stored in the library’s new Rare Books Room.

The budget for book acquisition has
increased by tenfold over the past few years.
Librarian Fr. Bernard Mulcahy, OP, believes
this is the right emphasis for the DTL: “it is
important for the scholarship of our faculty
and students that we remain up-to-date in
our holdings!”

Looking toward the future of the
library, Fr. Bernard has begun the process
of re-cataloguing the entire library. This
necessary step is also very labor intensive;
it could take up to 10 years to complete. He
plans to continue to expand the collection,
especially with books about Thomism and the
Dominicans. Additionally, he hopes that the
library will soon begin to take digital pictures
of all its rare books so that they can be put
online. “This will allow us to contribute to
scholarship throughout the world,"Fr. Bernard
said.

Fr. Steven presides at the Mass in honor of St. Rose of Lima opening the 2010-2011 Academic Year.

Dear Friends, Alumni and Benefactors:

The formation of a Dominican preacher is not an easy undertaking, because it
means guiding a friar in initial training to be conformed to the One he will proclaim to
the people of God: Jesus Christ our Lord. That simple statement conceals the complexity
of the challenge for the would-be preacher and for those responsible for religious and
priestly formation. What we endeavor to do together at the PFIC is to foster personal
integrity, intellectual acuity, professional competency and spiritual maturity such that
the “medium conveys the message.” One of my former scripture teachers, a priest with
a keen intellect and deep humility, told me: “Steven, remember one thing. Before you
give people a book to read about the faith, you first give them your life, your personal
witness!” | have pondered that maxim many times.

Indeed, the conformity of one’s life to the mysteries of the Faith—preeminently, the
Passion, Death and Resurrection of Christ—is the measure most people in the pews use
in assessing the quality of the preacher and the message he proclaims. The power of the
preacher’s word derives not from sophisticated rhetorical theory and training in public
speaking—as helpful as these might be—but first and foremost, by intimately knowing
the Word Himself. Unless the preacher knows and is conformed to the Word of God, ser-
mons become lifeless and irrelevant to the lives of most worshippers. One cannot give
what one does not have.

In this issue of The 487 Correspondent we are giving you a tour of our new preaching
studio, which, quite appropriately, is integrated with our newly renovated St. Thomas
Aquinas Chapel. The environment constantly reminds the rising generation of Friars
Preachers that the ministry of the Word is intimately connected with the Sacrifice of the
Mass. Indeed, it is within the context of the Sunday liturgy that most people hear the
Word proclaimed and explained. So, when you next visit us at “487”, please take the time
to see where we train our aspiring preachers, and pray that we meet the challenge set
before us: for the good of the Church, for the good of the candidates entrusted to our
care, and, most of all, for your good. Thank you for all that you do for us.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,
Very Rev. Steven C. Boguslawski, OP
President, PFIC
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Chapel-Preaching Studio

Continued from Pg. 1

chancellor of the PFIC, with Fr. Giles Dimock,
OP, prior and Fr. Steven Boguslawski, OP,
president of the PFIC. Also in attendance
at the blessing was Fr. Val LaFrance,
OP. Fr. Val travelled around the US as an
itinerant preacher for fifty years. It was
the generosity of his friends, the Gardner
and Mueller families, along with the Maas
Family, that enabled this project to come
to completion.

Fr. Val, interviewed this summer by
Br. Ignatius Schweitzer, OP, was deeply
honored by the dedication, and inspired
by the Chapel-Studio.

He also had some advice for the men
learning the art of preaching: “The reality
of this particular culture is so important. To
tap into and connect with the experience
of your listeners is so vital. The preacher
must understand his audience. Also, it's
only with this understanding that he can
then suggest a better way than what the
culture offers.”

“The preacher must be real. He must be
very frank and blunt. He must speak of real-
life from the heart. Be prudent, of course,
and don't tear people down, but be honest.
Offer your hearers the complete picture and
a better way.”

Sanctuary and Lectern Statue of our Patroness,

. . the Inmaculate Conception
Classes are already being offered in the P

St. Thomas Chapel-Preaching Studio. Our
preaching and public speaking staff is also
excited about the opportunities this new
classroom affords them. (Please see Dr.
Mary Ann Cashman-McGuire's article on the
opposite page about the value of audio and
visual aids in teaching the art of preaching.)

St. Catherine of Siena once said “If you are
what you ought to be, you will set the world
on fire” We pray this St. Thomas Chapel-
Studio will help our friars to set many hearts
on fire for generations to come.

The St. Thomas Chapel-
Preaching Studio is dedicated to
the memory of Mr. Al Maas, Sr.

and Fr. John McMahon, OP,

may they rest in peace, and in

honor of Fr. Val LaFrance, OP.
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