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Archbishop Pietro Sambi blesses the new library 

Fr. Steven (second from left) with William Cardinal Keeler, Fr. Carlos Azpiroz 
Costa, O.P., the Master of the Order of Preachers, and Fr. Dominic Izzo, O.P., the 

Eastern Prior Provincial, at the Academic Center Dedication, April 19, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, Alumni and Supporters: 

Welcome to the first edition of the news bulletin of the Pontifical 

Faculty of Theology of the Immaculate Conception! This has been a 

momentous year for the PFIC and we would like to share it with you, 

our friends and supporters, through this publication. 

Of exceptional note, the dedication and blessing of our new aca-

demic center in April marked a bold new phase in our Dominican leg-

acy. This project serves to benefit not only the Province of St. Joseph 

and the Order of Preachers, but also the universal Church to whom 

Dominican preachers are sent after their formation here at the PFIC. 

We witnessed this universality when our own Rev. J. Augustine DiNoia, 

O.P. was ordained an archbishop and appointed to the Vatican in July.  

Besides these events, the details of which are in the current bulletin, 

featured theologians and academic conferences have drawn many new 

people to the PFIC this semester.  We look forward to reporting these 

events in our next issue in January 2010—a new year with more initia-

tives planned!  

We Dominicans would be remiss if we did not gratefully acknowl-

edge those benefactors and friends who support the mission of the 

PFIC and those they have chosen to honor and memorialize through 

their gifts.  Know that we appreciate such constancy in assisting us to do 

what the Lord asks from us; know too, that our supporters are remem-

bered in the daily prayers of the Dominican community with gratitude 

to God.  “See you” in the New Year of grace, 2010. 
 

   Sincerely yours in the Lord,  
    

   Very Rev. Steven C. Boguslawski, O.P. 

   President, PFIC 

PFIC Dedicated New  
Academic Center in April 

 

On April 19, 2009 the Pontifical Faculty of Theology 

of the Immaculate Conception celebrated the dedication 

of its new Academic Center.  Archbishop Pietro Sambi, 

the apostolic nuncio to the USA, presided at the dedica-

tion, following a solemn Mass celebrated by Most Rever-

end Donald Wuerl, the archbishop of Washington, D.C. 

Over 200 friars, faculty, alumni, and friends of the PFIC 

gathered in the courtyard on Divine Mercy Sunday to 

celebrate the successful completion of the new facility 

and dedicate it to God. 

Archbishop Sambi read a letter of congratulations 

from our Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI: “[May the 

PFIC] continue to send forth preachers, scholars, and 

teachers imbued with the deep knowledge and love of 

the intellectual and spiritual treasures of the Catholic 

tradition.”  The archbishop then bestowed the Pope’s  

apostolic blessing and blessed the new academic center. 

The mass and dedication were the culmination of 

several days of events celebrating the expansion of the 

PFIC and honoring those who made it possible. On Fri-

day evening Archbishop Sambi welcomed board mem-

bers and special guests of the PFIC and Dominican 

Foundation to a reception at the Vatican Embassy.  The 

Master of the Order of Preachers, Very Rev. Carlos 

Azpiroz Costa, O.P., was the guest of honor as he made 

his fraternal visit to the Province.   
(continued on page 2.) 
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From left, Adam Cardinal Maida, William Cardinal Keeler, 
and Archbishop Donald Wuerl, during the dedication. 

 

Academic Center Dedication  
 

(Continued from page 1) On Saturday an academic con-

vocation took place in the new center.  It featured lec-

tures by Fr. J. Augustine DiNoia, O.P., (now an 

archbishop, see page 4) and  Fr. Wojciech Giertych, 

O.P., the theologian of the Papal Household. 
 

Fr. DiNoia discussed the history of the DHS. He said 

that the dedication of this academic center was a fulfill-

ment of the dreams of the Dominican friars who 

founded a studium in Washington, D.C. in 1905, “this 

magnificent new aca-

demic center and 

theological library wing 

is a testimony to our 

confidence [in the] 

flowering of the study 

of Thomism.”  
 

Fr. Wojciech Giertych, O.P., examined the intellectual 

heritage of the Dominican Order.  He said he was de-

lighted that the Province of St. Joseph is working to 

“maintain and develop” the profound intuitions of St. 

Thomas Aquinas, for the benefit of the Order, the 

Church, and the academy as a whole. 
 

Read about more events on the page 4. 

“Only those who have 
the humility and courage 

to build it will have a 
place in the future.” 
—Archbishop Sambi 

We would like to express our 
sincere thanks to those who 
have generously contributed 
to the PFIC between July 2007 
and June 2009 

 

St. Albert the Great 
($50,000 —$99,999) 

Mr. Sean Fieler 
 

St. Vincent Ferrer 
($10,000—$19,999) 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Crall 

Mrs. Dorothy Cunningham 

Dominican Sisters of Rose of Lima in 

Hawthorne, NY 

Mr. & Mrs. William Hanrahan 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Haselden 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Hill & Mr. Frederick Hill 

Ms. Florence O'Brien 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Reisenauer 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Roti 

Mr. & Mrs. Aluinanto Sandjojo 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Weingartz 
 

St. Peter Martyr 
($5,000—$9,999) 

Mr. & Mrs. William Brown 

Ms. Therese Errigo 

Rev. Joseph Fox, O.P.  

Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Gilluly 

Mr. & Mrs. Dana Gioia 

Ms. Theresa Morrison 

Mr. Josef Neusser & Dr. Susan  

   Timoney 

Mr. Patrick Nolan 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Schaller 

Most Rev. Thomas Joseph Tobin 
 

St. Raymond Peñafort 
($2,500—$4,999) 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Connell 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter C. Krause 
 

St. Hyacinth 
($1,000—$2,499) 

Ave Maria University 

Most Rev. Leonard Blair  

Ms. Barbara Anne Block 

Dr. & Mrs. John Brown 

Mr. & Mrs. Mario Brunetta 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Demcsak 

Rev. Adrian Dionne, O.P. 

Council for the Theological Formation 

of Dominican Nuns 

Mr. & Mrs. John Edwards 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Gallagher 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Garvey 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Giambrone 

Dr. Eugene Giannini 

Mr. & Mrs. James Goodman 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hofer 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kirchner 

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent W. Kyle  

Ms. Bernadette Lane 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lawless 

Mr. John Marella 

Mr. J. H. Maxwell-Scott 

Rev. Frederick Miller 

Very Rev. David O'Connell, C.M. 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schaller 

Mr. & Mrs. Randal Schmidt 

Scholarshare 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Schweitzer 

Mr. Robert Joseph Schwenk 

Mr. Peter Stravinskas 

Mr. Harold Ziegler 
  

St. Antoninus 
($500—$999) 

Dr. Joan Adams 

Mr. Gregory Curtin 

Capt. R. F. DiPalma U.S.N. (Ret.) 

Rev. Msgr. John J. Enzler 

Rt. Rev. Caedmon Holmes, O.S.B. 

Keany Produce 

Rev. Paul Keller, O.P. 

Legatus of Morris County 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Machuga 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph McDonough 

Mr. Edward Misey 

Mr. William Morris, Jr. 

Ms. Dorothy Murphy 

Ms. Gloria Radosevich 

Dr. & Mrs. Francis Yao 
 

St. Martin de Porres 
($250—$499) 

Mrs. Barbara Boland 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brent 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Brisken 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Conti 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cox 

Rev. John Crossin, O.S.F.S. 

Mr. & Mrs. William Eshelman 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Ford 

Ms. Kathleen Jarboe & Beaver Press 

Mr. Jeffrey D. Ludwig 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Mahar 

Ms. Zena Martin 

Mr. & Mrs. William Raaths 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Royal 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Sands 

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Tarantina 

Rev. Tam Xuan Tran 

Mr. & Mrs. John Weisgerber 
 

St. Rose of Lima 
(up to $249) 

Mr. Howard Bathon, Jr. 

Mr. William Becker 

Mr. Donal Berens 

Ms. Debbie Birtwistle 

Ms. Patricia Bonner 

Mr. & Mrs. David Borchers 

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Borchers 

Mr. James Brislin 

Ms. Dorothy Brocki 

Ms. Rosemary Burns 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Collins 

Mr. Daniel Collins 

Mr. Richard Coyle 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Daley 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D'Amico 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Denker 

Ms. Deirdre Dessingue 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Devine 

Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Dodd 

Mr. Arthur Duran 

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Eberstadt 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Ewald 

Mr. & Mrs. Vagn Fausing 

Mr. John Ferguson 

Ms. Danielle & Ms. Pauline Ferris 

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Feulner 

Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Gieske 

Mr. Harry Gildenhorn 

Mr. Lawrence Hayes 

Mr. & Mrs. Julian Heron, Jr. 

Mrs. Margaret Anne Hilburn 

Mr. Joe Hinnebusch 

Ms. Grenevere Hoffman 

Mr. Shenkuang Huang 

Rev. John Hurley 

Mr. & Mrs. Aniello Iacono 

Ms. Mary Catherine Jennings 

Mr. & Mrs. James Jordan 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Jorfensen 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Kane 

Mr. Navid Karimeddiny 

Most Rev. William Cardinal Keeler 

Mr. & Mrs. David Keppel 

Rev. Michael King 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kirkham 

Mr. & Mrs. Alpine Knapik 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kocarek 

Mr. Daniel Kovach 

Mr. James Kruggel 

Ms. A. Kuchukian 

Ms. Lauren F. Liebrecht 

Mr. Martin Leopold 

Mr. & Mrs. Willis Lowery 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Narduzzi 

Mr. & Mrs. John McCann 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles McKigney 

Ms. Margaret McManus 

Dr. & Mrs. Michel Mennesson 

Ms. Renee Merolli 

Ms. Patricia Metzger 

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Mittelbach 

Rev. Thomas Morrow 

Rev. Msgr. Godfrey Mosley 

Mr. Andrew Nosacek 

Mr. & Mrs. J. P. O'Connor 

Rev. James Olson 

Mr. & Mrs. James O'Reilly 

Ms. Elizabeth Peerenboom 

Mr. & Mrs. Romualdo Pelle 

Ms. Joan Pendergraph 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Pendergraph 

Mr. & Mrs. James Pollock 

Mr. James Reid 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Ross 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Rossi 

Ms. Jocelyn Rowe 

Mr. & Mrs. John Schnakenberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Shaw 

Mr. Mark Shepard 

Ms. Prudence Simeon 

Ms. Lois Simms 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stewart 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stovenour  

Mr. & Mrs. James Sullivan 

Ms. Armelle Tallec 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Tancrell 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Tapie 

Mr. & Mrs. John Tierney 

Ms. Natale Torchia 

Mr. & Mrs. John Tracy 

Ms. Juanita Vacarro 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Van Doren 

Mr. David Winship 

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Winters 

Ms. Mary Witt 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Woods  
 

Special Donations: 
$13,750: Anonymous Gifts  

$ 5,771: The Combined Federal 

Campaign of the National Capital 

Area (gifts from Federal Employees) 

$ 457: a Special Collection from the 

Catholic Chapel, Ft. Myer, Virginia  

Honor Roll: from July 2007 through June 2009 

January’s Newsletter will include: 
 

 Coverage of the activities of the Thomistic Circles, 
including, Alasdair MacIntyre’s recent lecture, and 
the Thomism conference 

 Faculty and Alumni News 
 Summer on Mt. Sinai, by Br. Augustine Reisenauer, O.P. 
 

Help us name the PFIC Newsletter!  
Send suggestions to advance@dhs.edu 
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Special Donations: 
$13,750: Anonymous Gifts  

$ 5,771: The Combined Federal 

Campaign of the National Capital 

Area (gifts from Federal Employees) 
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Honor Roll: from July 2007 through June 2009 

Honoring: 

In Memoriam: 

Mr. Newton and Mrs. Irene Cox 

Mr. Felix diPaola 

Rev. Mark Heath, O.P. 

Mr. Neil Katchen 

Ms. Alice Coyle MacDonald 

Mr. Clematis Machaz 

Ms. Rita Hammer Mahlberg 

Mr. Thomas C. O’Brien 

Mr. Craig Pritzl 

Rev. Dominic Rover, O.P. 

Mr. John Ryan 

Rev. Ferrer E. Smith, O.P. 

 

The PFIC especially remembers the 

late Ms. Dorothy Murphy, who 

served for many years as a member of 

the Board of Overseers, and was the 

lay head of the Lay Fraternities of St. 

Dominic for the Province of St. Jo-

seph.  She lived in Maryland.  

Rev. Br. James Brent, O.P. 

Mr. Kendall & Mrs. Maryanne Cason 

Dominican Chaplains of Teams of Our Lady  

Rev. Joseph Fox, O.P. 

Rev. Anthony Giambrone, O.P. 

Mr. Daniel Hilburn 

Rev. John Hinnebusch, O.P. 

Rev. Gabriel O'Donnell, O.P. 

Br. Augustine Reisenauer, O.P. 

Rev. Gregory Schnakenberg, O.P. 

Br. Ignatius Schweitzer, O.P. 

Rev. Thomas Joseph White, O.P. 

We acknowledge those  
honored or memorialized by  

special gifts to the PFIC.  
Please keep these individuals 
in your thoughts and prayers. 

St. Thomas’ Prayer Before Study: 
 

Grant me, O merciful God,  

that what is pleasing to Thee, 

I may ardently desire, 

prudently examine, 

truthfully acknowledge, 

and perfectly accomplish 

for the praise and  

glory of Thy Name.  Amen.  



Graduation Ceremonies: On 

May 22 the PFIC held its commencement 

ceremonies, presided over by the Very 

Rev. Dominic Izzo, O.P., Prior Provincial, 

and the Very Rev. Steven C. Boguslawski, 

O.P., President. Of the twenty-five gradu-

ates, one received a M. A. in Theology; six 

a M. Div.; ten a S.T.B.; and eight a S.T.L. 

Thirteen of the graduates were Dominican 

Brothers. The degrees were bestowed 

after singing Solemn Vespers. 

 The four Dominican Friars who gradu-

ated with their Licentiate in Sacred Theol-

ogy (Rev. James Cuddy, Rev. Michael 

Dosch, Rev. Pius Pietrzyk, and Rev. John 

Martin Ruiz-Mayorga), and have begun 

their pastoral work. 

Priestly Ordinations: On May 29 

Gregory Schnakenberg, O.P., Bruno Mary 

Shah, O.P., Anthony Giambrone, O.P., 

Thomas Petri, O.P. and Jonah Pollock, 

O.P., were ordained to the priesthood by 

His Excellency Archbishop Celestino Migli-

ore, apostolic nuncio and permanent ob-

server of the Holy See to the United Na-

tions, at St. Dominic’s Church in Washing-

ton, D.C. This joyful day marked the cul-

mination of years of study, prayer and for-

mation.  

 All five men have studied at the PFIC. 

Fr. Pollock, Fr. Shah, and Fr. Schnakenberg 

will continue their pursuit of an STL at the 

PFIC, while Fr. Giambrone will continue 

his studies at the École Biblique in Jerusa-

lem. Fr. Petri will begin teaching theology 

at Providence College while completing his 

doctorate at CUA. 
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The PFIC relies on the generosity of its friends and 

alumni.  Please consider making a gift to the PFIC so 

that we may continue our work of forming young 

men for the priesthood, and preparing lay and reli-

gious alike for a life of service in the Church. 

 

487 Michigan Ave, NE  

Washington, DC 20017 

(202) 495-3820 

The PFIC Administration 
 

Very Rev. Steven C. Boguslawski, O.P., President 

Rev. Gabriel O’Donnell, O.P., Academic Dean 

Very Rev. Joseph Fox, O.P., Vice President of Advancement 

Rev. Bernard Mulcahy, O.P., Librarian 

Br. Gerard Thayer, O.P., Director of Facilities 
 

www.dhs.edu  

Summer Events at the PFIC 

  

 The Pontifical Faculty rejoiced this summer as it celebrated the 

episcopal ordination of Archbishop Joseph Augustine DiNoia, O.P., a 

former faculty member and president of the PFIC. Pope Benedict XVI 

appointed him as Secretary of the Congregation for Divine Worship 

and the Discipline of the Sacraments on June 16, 2009. On Saturday 

July 11 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-

tion, Fr. DiNoia was ordained the titular Archbishop of Oregon City by 

William Joseph Cardinal Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith, as the principal consecrator, with Archbishop 

Donald Wuerl of Washington and Archbishop Emeritus Thomas Kelly, 

O.P. of Louisville as co-consecrators. 

 His ordination was a celebration for the entire Church as more 

than a thousand people gathered at the National Shrine to witness this 

historic event. Also present were cardinals and bishops from across the 

United States—including Justin Cardinal Rigali of Philadelphia, and re-

tired Archbishop of Washington William Cardinal Baum—as well as 

members of the Roman Curia, other prelates, with religious and dioce-

san clergy concelebrating. 

 After Holy Communion, Archbishop DiNoia prayed, “May the Or-

der of Preachers, under the mantle of the Mother of God, continue to 

flourish in fraternal love purified in obedience to the truth. To God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be glory now and forevermore.” 

 Archbishop DiNoia received his STL from the PFIC in 1971 and 

was professor of Systematic Theology for 25 years. From 1985-1986 he 

also served as President of the PFIC. 

Newly ordained Archbishop DiNoia blesses the congregation 

Ordination of J. Augustine DiNoia as Archbishop  


