A Word from our Students

Camille Bissmeyer, MA 2011 a love for the wisdom of Tradition and the enables me to listen sympathetically
Growing up, | was something of your great gift of the Church's Teaching O ce. to expressions contrary to the Church’'s
typical “type A” student with at least the Being led through the comprehensive teachings and to identify distortions
next ve years of my life meticulously and systematic contributions of St. of what is truly being sought. In sum,
planned out. What | hadn't planned, Thomas, | could also be prepared tol have come away from the PFIC with a
however, was that in high school | would become the well-rounded theologian | clear intellectual habitus of dividing and
discover God's individual love for me desired to be, the only kind I could seeconquering the lies which saturate the
through his protection amidst a serious myself as. Attending classes met my highculture.
car accident. After this experience, | laicexpectations. In awed appreciation of  This institution provides a beautiful
aside my sketches of how | would becomethe new things | was learning, | remembergeryice to the Church as it prepares the
a Fortune 100 CEO and asked God howfrequently thinking to myself, “How could next generation of clerical preachers and
might spend my life givingHim glory, |have lived without knowing this? What if teachers as well as lay faithful who are
rather than seeking my own. Leaving | had never known?” called to sanctify this world by restoring
dreams of Stanford behind, | pursued While studying at the PFIC, | haveit to its proper order in the day-to-day.
my new dream to study theology and been blessed to have served actively inThe seminarians and lay students share a
philosophy at the Franciscan University ofthe evangelical mission of the Church aslove for God, the Truth He revealed, and
Steubenville. well. | have assisted in the work of thea loving compassion for those su ering
As | felt God calling me to use myArchdiocese in its Marriage and Familyfrom spiritual hunger in this world.
abilities in academia, | was attracted toand Young Adult o ces, the USCCB, andEcstatic to see my fellow classmates
graduate studies atthe PFIC. | had receive@n organization which helps parishes ordained some day, | know that as a
a fantastic foundation at Franciscanminister to inactive and returning young married woman | have a mission to
University, but | wanted to go deeper Catholics. The education I've receivedoring Christ’s love and truth to corners of
into the disciplines | had been exposedat the PFIC certainly assists my formathe earth which are particularly accessible
to. Desperate to teach the faith that wasevangelization e orts, but the brilliance to me. | pray to use the many gifts | have
so enriching for me as it increasingly of St. Thomas has also blessed me dailyeceived through my formation at the
permeated my life, | sought orthodoxy as His anthropology has irreversibly altered Dominican House to faithfully ful Il this
the top priority in a graduate program. | my worldview. | am now free to look mission, and | encourage all to pray for
decided that my formation would need upon my fellow human beings not only as the continued success of the Ponti cal
to be vivied by those who not only precious children of God but as constantFaculty of Theology of the Immaculate
possessed the best of intentions but alsoseekers of truth, goodness, and love. Thi€onception.




