wulative Gifts from June 2007 to May 2010)

Most Rev. Michael Bransfield
Ms. Rosemary Burns

Rev. Stephen Cox

Rev. John Crossin, O.S.F.S.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Denker

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Devine
Mr. & Mrs. William Eshelman
Mr. David Giandomenico
Ms. Grenevere Hoffman

Rev. John J. Hurley

Ms. Kathleen Jarboe

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Jorgensen
Mr. Jeffrey D. Ludwig

Ms. Zena Martin

Mr. John McCann

Rev. Msgr. Godfrey Mosley
Deacon Andrew & Lorraine Nosacek, OP
Mr. & Mrs. William Raaths
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Royal

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Sands

Mr. & Mrs. Chetan Sanghvi
Mr. & Mrs. John Schnakenberg
Ms. Karen Servidea

Rev. Tam Xuan Tran

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Winters

St. ROSE OoF Lima

(1586-1617) Virgin, mystic, ascetic,
and first canonized saint born in
the Americas. Canonized 1671.
Memorial August 23.

(Gifts up to $249)

Ms. Lydia Astorga

Mr. Howard Bathon, Jr.

Ms. Jane Anne Beachner
Mr. William Becker

Mr. Donal Berens

Mr. P. Bracy Bersnak

Mr. & Mrs. David Birtwistle
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bissmeyer
Ms. Patricia Bonner

Mr. & Mrs. David Borchers
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Borchers
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bork

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Bosnick
Mr. James Brislin

Ms. Dorothy Brocki

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Brunetta
Rev. Joseph Calipare

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Collins

Mr. Daniel Collins

Mr. Richard Coyle

Mr. & Mrs. David Crenshaw
Ms. Kathleen Curran

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Daley

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D’Amico

Ms. Deirdre Dessingue

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Devine
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Dodd

Ms. Minh Huong Duong

Mr. Arthur Duran

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Eberstadt
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Ewald

Mr. & Mrs. Vagn Fausing

Mr. John Ferguson

Ms. Danielle & Ms. Pauline Ferris
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Feulner
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Gieske

Ms. Irene Gifford

Mr. Harry Gildenhorn

Mr. Bruce Hacker

Mr. Lawrence Hayes

Mr. & Mrs. Julian Heron, Jr.
Mrs. Margaret Anne Hilburn
Mr. Joe Hinnebusch

Mr. Shenkuang Huang

Mr. & Mrs. Aniello lacono

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Janero

Ms. Mary Catherine Jennings
Ms. Ruth Jin

Mr. & Mrs. James Jordan

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Kane
Mr. Navid Karimeddiny

Most Rev. William Cardinal Keeler
Mr. Joseph M. Kempf

Mr. & Mrs. David Keppel

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kerrigan
Rev. Michael King

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kirkham

Mr. & Mrs. William Klepczynski
Mr. & Mrs. Alpine Knapik

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kocarek
Mr. Daniel Kovach

Mr. James Kruggel

Ms. A. Kuchukian

Ms. Lauren F. Liebrecht

Mr. Martin Leopold

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Loehr

Mr. Guy Lombardo

Mr. & Mrs. Willis Lowery

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Narduzzi
Mr. & Mrs. David Masterson
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Martin

Mr. Carl B. McCarthy

Mr. & Mrs. Paul McCormack
Mr. & Mrs. Charles McKigney
Ms. Margaret McManus

Dr. & Mrs. Michel Mennesson
Ms. Renee Merolli

Ms. Patricia Metzger

Mr. & Mrs. Jerald Mittelbach
Mr. Robert Maas Moreno
Rev. Thomas Morrow

Ms. Mary Ann Novak

Mr. & Mrs. J. P. O'Connor

Mr. John O'Gorman

Rev. James Olson

Mr. & Mrs. James O'Reilly
Mr. & Mrs. Romualdo Pelle
Ms. Joan Pendergraph

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Pendergraph
Mr. & Mrs. James Pollock
Mr. & Mrs. William Peerenboom
Mr. James Reid

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Ross

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Rossi
Ms. Jocelyn Rowe

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Shaw

Mr. Mark Shepard

Ms. Prudence Simeon

Ms. Lois Simms

Ms. Carol Lynn Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stewart
Ms. Marah C. Stith

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stovenour
Mr. & Mrs. James Stroud

Mr. & Mrs. James Sullivan
Ms. Armelle Tallec

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Tancrell
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Tapie
Mr. & Mrs. John Tierney

Mr. Natale Torchia

Mr. & Mrs. John Tracy

Ms. Juanita Vacarro

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Van Doren
Mr. & Mrs. LaMonte Walker
Ms. Meredith K. Ward

Ms. Maureen C. Wilkin

Mr. David Winship

Ms. Mary Witt

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Woods

Combined Federal Campaign: $8,870

We especially acknowledge those honored or
memorialized by gifts to the PFIC. Please
keep these individuals in your prayers.

IN MEMORIAM
Ms. Joy Amisano
Rev. Pierre Conway, OP
Rev. Frs. Mark, Thomas & Walter Heath, OP
Br. Pascal Kelly, OSF
Mr. Paul T. Kirkham

HONORING
Br. Justin Marie Brophy, OP
Rev. Br. Hyacinth Marie Cordell, OP
Very Rev. Joseph Fox, OP
Rev. Andrew Hofer, OP
Rev. Br. Ignatius John Schweitzer, OP
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Fr. Joseph Alobaidi, OP

Professor of Sacred Scripture

You may question the necessity of teach-
ing Islam to Catholic seminarians. If you do
so, chances are that you belong to another
planet, dropped on earth by mistake. If you
fit such a description you may join those
who deem Islam foreign to our culture
and consequently, think that studying the
Quran or the life of Muhammad is a waste
of time. Others may differ with you and
find merit to such study. But they temper
the ardent desire of an old professor like
me by thinking that a class about Islam
should at the most be optional, offered to
students looking to fill a hole in their cur-
riculum or to impress a dean or a bishop.
Yet, the truth is of another nature: it is
imperative that those destined to guide
their Christian community learn about a
religion present in their field of pastoral
ministry.

The religion of Muhammad, the second
largest after Christianity, is expanding.
No one thinks of it any longer as a belief
born in the Arabian Peninsula that, with
the exception of few countries (Turkey,
Bosnia and Albania), remains external to
the European and North American mental-
ity. This belies the social fact you and | are
experiencing daily. Islam, for many rea-
sons, is more and more local. In many cases
itis the religion of our next door neighbor.
If a seminarian’s age ranges from 20-35,
it is possible that at his grammar school,
high school, or college, he has met and
befriended a Muslim boy or girl. You may
take any layer of our society: childhood,
youth and adulthood, professional life or
leisure time: Islam is there.

These different stages are at the same
time fields of ministry where priests,
religious, and engaged lay Christians are
active in caring for their brothers and sis-
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ters. Interactions with representatives of
other religions and cultures are common
facts of our life and the misunderstand-
ing active in caring for their brothers and
sisters. Interactions with representatives of
other religions and cultures are common
facts of our life and the misunderstanding
of our particularities is an occasion for all
kinds of problems at any moment.

The most difficult of these problems
undoubtedly are the
ones pertaining to
interfaith marriages
and the religious
future of the result-
ing families. Often,
moments like these
are full of anxiety,
and the faithful

who address their Arabian Peninsula that...remains

priests are entitled to
knowledgeable and
appeasing answers.
Questions should be
treated competently
when Christian ministers are asked, for
example, about a woman'’s status in the
Islamic family (as well as the status of the
husband, the children, the relationship
with non-Muslims, etc.). To widen the per-
spective, they must also answer questions
about Islam in our society and Islam and
politics. These are a few of the many issues
requiring learned disposition as well as
avoidance of clichés and simplisticimpres-
sions.

There is another “There is another factor that supports

factor that sup-
ports the urgency
to study Islam: the
Quran and Muham-
mad in his sayings
have abundantly
mentioned Abra-
ham, Moses, Jesus,
Mary and many
other biblical fig-
ures. In fact, Islam
has a precise idea of Christianity and Juda-
ism; an idea in total opposition to what we
think of our religion and what the Jews
think of their religion.

Let us take an example: Jesus Christ. For
the Quran, Jesus is the son of the Virgin
Mary (Q 3:45-47), who started preaching
from the moment he left his mother’s
womb (Q 19:30-34), who was taught the
Torah and the Gospel by God himself (Q

“The religion of Muhammad, the

second largest after Christianity,
is expanding. No one thinks of it

any longer as a belief born in the

external to the European and

North American mentality.”

the urgency to study Islam: The
Quran and Muhammad in his

other biblical figures.”

Pontzﬁmtzons Why Study Islam?

3:48), and who has refuted the belief in the
Holy Trinity (Q 5:116-117). By the way, the
Holy Trinity, according to the Quranis God,
Mary and Jesus, (Q 5:116) whose mission
is to prepare the coming of Muhammad
(Q 61:6). Jesus did not die on the cross (Q
4:157). His disciples (the Apostles) had
already confessed that they are Muslims
(Q 5:111), but their successors (Chris-
tian and Jews alike) have deformed the
Scripture in order to
erase the testimony
to Muhammad (Q
5:15,18).

The above exam-
ple is a sample of
how the same name,
Jesus Christ, men-
tioned by the Quran
and the New Testa-
ment, covers two
different personali-
ties. When Muslims
express veneration
to Jesus, it is surely
not to the historical Jesus that we Chris-
tians venerate, but the heterodox “Jesus”
of sectarian groups in southern Arabia, the
only groups Muhammad knew.

In short, if you are a Christian adult look-
ing to assist other Christians in their quest
for holiness in one of the capacities the
Church offers you, hasten to study Islam. In
so doing, you will both help them efficient-
ly and spare yourself the embarrassment
of being someone
who is destined to
serve, but who is
ignorant when it
comes to one of the
most acute issues
of his time.

sayings have abundantly mentioned

Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Mary, and

Fr. Joseph Alo-
baidi is a professor
of Sacred Scripture
at the PFIC. Educat-
ed at the University
of Baghdad, the University of Fribourgh, and
the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome, he is
also the editor of the “Bible in History” books
from Peter Lang.

“Pontifications” is the faculty column of
The 487 Correspondent. Each issue of our
newsletter will feature an insight from one
of our professors.



