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Faculty Undergoes Self-Evaluation as Part 
of Accreditation Process

The Ponti�cal Faculty of Theology of the 
Immaculate Conception has begun the 
process of self-evaluation required for its 
accreditation renewal. Accreditation is the 
primary means of assuring the quality of 
educational programs in the United States. 
The PFIC is accredited by both the Middle 
States Commission on Higher Education 
and the Association of Theological Schools 
in the United States and Canada. Currently, 
the PFIC is working with the Middle States 
Commission to renew its 10-year accredita-
tion.

Fr. Gabriel O’Donnell, OP, Dean of the 
Ponti�cal Faculty, stated,  “An accreditation 
visit is an important moment in the life of 
any academic institution.  It requires us to 
ask if we have been faithful to our vision 
and mission.  The Ponti�cal Faculty of the 
Immaculate Conception sees the coming 
accreditation visit as a help in achieving 
greater excellence in educating young 
men for the priesthood and preparing lay 

theologians of high caliber for service to 
the Church.” 

In order to facilitate the goals set by the 
Faculty, subcommittees have been formed 
that include members of the faculty and 
administration as well as students. These 
subcommittees work on particular areas 
and brainstorm ways in which the fac-
ulty can both maintain and improve high 
standards of quality. When the work of the 
subcommittees is completed, a steering 
committee will compile the information 
into an overall report and plan which will 
then be submitted to Middle States. 

Br. Justin Marie Brophy, OP, a PFIC stu-
dent and member of the Subcommittee on 
Institutional Integrity, said of the process, 
“It is wonderful to attend such an excel-
lent institution, but it is edifying to see the 
immense amount of e�ort being placed 
on improving our programs. Despite our 
current success, the Faculty is interested 
in continuing to raise the bar.”

2010 Annual Appeal
�e future of the Church depends on excellence in the formation 
of our priests, religious, and lay students. Please help support 

the PFIC by sending your contribution to: 

Very Rev. Joseph Fox, OP
Vice President for Advancement

487 Michigan Ave, N.E.
Washington, DC 20017

2010 �eses 
Presented for Degrees

Licentiate in Sacred �eology

Fr. Jonah Pollock, OP: “The Thomistic 
Doctrine of Practical Reason According to 
Martin Rhonheimer and His Critics”

Fr. Gregory Schnakenberg, OP: “To the 
Temple, Through the Cloister: The Do-
minican Observance of the Feast of the 
Presentation”

Fr. Bruno M. Shah, OP: “The Unity of The-
ology According to Marie-Michel Labour-
dette, OP”

Master of Arts

Fr. Francis Asomkase, SSJ: “Liturgy and 
Culture: A critical look at the Zairean Rite”

Seth G. Brotherton: “The Kenosis of the 
Son in Hans Urs von Balthasar and Saint 
Thomas Aquinas”

Dawn Eden: “Towards a ‘Culture of Chas-
tity’: Bringing Catechesis on the Theology 
of the Body into the Hermeneutic of Con-
tinuity”

William Goldin: “Supersessionism and 
the Saving Signi�cance of Mosaic Cov-
enant and Ritual: St. Thomas Aquinas and 
the Interpretation of Vatican II and the 
Post-Conciliar Magisterium”

Fr. Kenneth Keke, SSJ: “The Thomistic 
Analysis of Suicide Bombing in a Situation 
of Just War”

Sr. Therese Ngoc Bui, OP: “The Role of 
Mary in the Dominican Spirituality”

Fr. Kenneth Ugwu, SSJ: “Paul’s Doctrine 
on the Bodily Resurrection of Jesus in 1 
Corinthians 15: Its Signi�cance for Chris-
tian Death”


